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Without this bill, the IRS has administered
the VITA grant program narrowly, restricting
grantees’ ability to use grant funds to hire ex-
perts to train volunteers and perform quality
reviews as well as to serve as Certified Ac-
ceptance Agents.

As a result, few VITA grantees assist low in-
come self-employed taxpayers who file as
pass-throughs, or low income taxpayers with
disaster losses.

Moreover, few VITA grantees are open
year-round or assist taxpayers in preparing
amended returns.

This bill will lead to a stronger VITA pro-
gram that is able to help many more low-in-
come Americans navigate the tax filing proc-
ess.

| applaud the sponsors of this bill, Rep-
resentatives CARLOS CURBELO and DANNY
DAvis for working together on this long over-
due legislation.

As a cosponsor of H.R. 2901, | urge all my
colleagues to vote yes on this sensible bill.

IN MEMORIAM RODNEY LEWIS
HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 17, 2018

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Rodney Lewis
who passed away on April 10, 2018 at the age
of 77. Mr. Lewis was an Arizona native and a
member of the Gila River Indian Community.
He became a trailblazer in water policy, tribal
sovereignty, and Indian law. Our state will
miss him dearly.

In 1980, Mr. Lewis was the first Native
American attorney to appear before the Su-
preme Court. As the lead attorney for the Gila
River community, Mr. Lewis won part of the
largest tribal water settlement in U.S. history.
He also was the founding chair of Arizona
Bar’s Indian Law section. In 2017, he was ap-
pointed to the Central Arizona Water Con-
servation District Board. The board helps to
manage the Central Arizona Project, where
Mr. Lewis was able to represent tribal inter-
ests.

Mr. Lewis served in the United States Army
from 1962 to 1965 where he served as a
Ranger and achieved the rank of First Lieuten-
ant. He received his bachelor's of science
from Trinity University in 1962, a master’s in
history from Arizona State University in 1969,
and a law degree from the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles in 1972.

Mr. Lewis is survived by his wife,
Wiilardene, daughter Katherine Elizabeth,
sons Stephen Roe and John Blaine, and a
host of grandchildren. His son, Stephen, cur-
rently serves as Governor of the Gila River In-
dian Community. Please join me in honoring
his memory.

THE PILATUS GROUP
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 17, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor The Pilatus Group for being

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

recognized as the 2017 Business Recognition
Award winner by the Jefferson County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation (Jeffco EDC).

The Business Recognition Award shows ap-
preciation for a local company who has shown
exceptional growth in primary employment,
sales and/or capital investments in the last
year. Founded in 1939 and headquartered in
Stans, Switzerland, The Pilatus Group is a
leader in the world’s aviation industry and
known for its legendary aircraft. The com-
pany’s North American operations were estab-
lished in Jefferson County in 1996 at the
Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport and is re-
sponsible for PC-12 and PC-24 marketing,
sales and servicing activities across North and
South America. About 70 percent of all PC-
12s that come off the production line in Swit-
zerland are finished to customer specifications
at its Jefferson County-based facility. Today,
the company employs over 1,900 people
worldwide.

Congratulations to The Pilatus Group for
this well-deserved award, and | thank them for
their contribution to our community.

—

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF WAYNE
LYNN

HON. MIKE BISHOP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 17, 2018

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | in-
clude in the RECORD the following Proclama-
tion:

Whereas, the 8th Congressional District of
Michigan joins in celebration as we com-
memorate Wayne Lynn as he is recognized
with the Community Service Award by the
Greater Lansing Area Club.

Whereas, Mr. Lynn dedicated his career to
helping men and women develop themselves
and their faith. Mr. Lynn is the Chairman of
the Deacon’s Ministry at Union Missionary
where he teaches a Men’s Bible Study. He
also serves as the Chairman of the Board of
directors for the Turning Point of Lansing
where he leads a mentoring program for the
growth of young men into adults. He has
shared his knowledge and passion with those
around him and dedicated himself to the
ideals that advance our community.

Let it be known, that the Member of the
United States Congress, the Honorable Mi-
chael D. Bishop of the 8th Congressional Dis-
trict of the State of Michigan, hereby recog-
nizes Wayne Lynn for his outstanding achieve-
ments. Therefore, this document is signed and
dedicated to honor this milestone. May others
know of my warmest wishes and continued
support in the future.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF BRAMBLETON
MIDDLE SCHOOL’S INAUGURAL
YEAR

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 17, 2018

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Brambleton Middle School in

Ashburn, Virginia as they celebrate their inau-
gural year with a Day on Capitol Hill.

April 17, 2018

Since its opening in August 2017, Principal
Renee Dawson and the entire faculty and staff
has worked tirelessly to ensure the high qual-
ity of education to students from every back-
ground and creed.

Brambleton Middle School upholds the mis-
sion to empower all students to make mean-
ingful contributions to the world. Built on the
acronym, C.L..LM.B., Brambleton faculty and
staff work to Create, Lead, Inspire, Motivate,
and Believe in the power of diversity to foster
a community of excellence. In thanks to this
dedicated faculty and staff; Brambleton Middle
School students are achieving remarkable
things in the classroom while also expanding
their horizons through extracurricular activities
including VEX robotics and the Civil War His-
tory Book club. The Eighth Grade recently or-
ganized a kindness brigade, putting out Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness Magnets around the
school. Coming from a family of educators, |
understand the impact that teachers and other
school staff can have on our children. With
that in mind, | am proud of the faculty and
staff at Brambleton Middle School who foster
personal and educational growth through their
approachable and collaborative methodology
inside and out of the classroom. Principal
Dawson has been passionate about building a
cohesive path for her students with the philos-
ophy that it takes a community to raise chil-
dren, and together as a school, we will be that
positive impact in our community. Before the
first day of school, Principal Dawson invited all
sixth-graders to write her a letter asking for
feedback on their individual learning experi-
ences. From this letter-writing campaign, Prin-
cipal Dawson and the Brambleton Middle
School community formed the BAM Ambas-
sadors, a group of 30 kids selected to serve
the community as school leaders. By soliciting
suggestions and forming the BAM Ambas-
sadors, Principal Dawson and the Brambleton
Middle School leadership team set a founda-
tion for the school as it continues to grow.

The hard work these students put towards
their academics and their unwavering commit-
ment to civic engagement is inspiring. | hope
their curiosity and tenacity persists in future
endeavors, and they continue to make a dif-
ference.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in recognizing Brambleton Middle School’s
inaugural year, and | wish each student many
more successes as they continue their edu-
cation.

———

RECOGNIZING BAY COUNTY
SHERIFF TOMMY FORD

HON. NEAL P. DUNN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 17, 2018

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Bay County Sheriff Tommy Ford for
being appointed by Governor Rick Scott to the
Florida Criminal Justice Standards and Train-
ing Commission. Tommy started his law en-
forcement career working for this commission
and has now risen to the pinnacle of his pro-
fession. Sheriff Ford’s leadership in Bay Coun-
ty has not gone unnoticed.

Sheriff Ford joins law enforcement leaders
from across Florida to establish state-wide law
enforcement standards and training programs
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